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IX. Account of a remarkable Thunder Storm : 
In a Letter from the Rev. Anthony Wil¬ 
liams, ReElor of St. Keverne, in Corn- 
wal, to the Rev. William Borlafe, D.D. 
F. R. S. 


Dear Sir, 


Keverne, Aug. 27, 1770. 


Read Feb. 7, T HAVE received yours, which, I muft 

1771# X confefs, I ought to have anfwered 

much fooner. 

For feveral days before the thunder ftorm which 
fell on St. Keverne fpire and church, on Sunday the 
18th day of February laft, the wind was very hard 
at North and North Weft, accompanied with violent 
fhowers of hail, which had done fome damage to 
the roof of the church, and many houfes in the 
church-town. On the Sunday morning above-men¬ 
tioned, the wind being at North-weft, from five 
o’clock during almoft the whole day the wind was 
exceffive hard; and about fix, I faw fome few 
faint flalhes of lightning, which, as the day came 
on, if it continued, became imperceptible. The 
weather being lo bad, prevented a great number of 
people from coming to church, which in all human 
probability was a happy circumftance ; for, about a 
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quarter after a eleven o’clock, while I was in the latter 
end of the Litany fervice, we had a very fierce fla(h 
of lightning, followed at the diftance of about four 
or five feconds by the loudeft thunder I remem¬ 
ber ever to have heard; but which did no damage, 
nor feemed in the leaft to difturb any of the congre¬ 
gation, though at the fame time the roof of the 
church was rifling, and the hail made a noife ter¬ 
rible to be heard. In half a minute after this, as 
near as I can poflibly guefs, the whole congregation, 
except five or fix perfons, were at once ftruck out of 
their fenfes. I myfelf received the (hock lo fuddenly 
as not to remember I either heard the thunder or 
faw the lightning: the firft thing that I can recolledt 
with any degree of certainty is, that I found myfelf 
in the vicarage feat, which is very near the deflc, 
without either gown or furplice, bearing in my arms 
as I then thought a dead After, and God knows it was 
a miracle that (he was not fo j I perceived a very 
ftrong fulphureous fmell, almoft: fuffbeating, and a 
great heat* At this time the confufion among the 
congregation was inconceivable, fome running out of 
the church for fafety, and returning into it again 
(for the (tones from the roof were falling on our 
heads, both in and out of the church) ; fome on 
their knees, imploring the divine afliftance, giving 
tfeemfelves up to certain deftruftion; and a great 
many, in different places of the church, lying quite 
motionlefs, whom I thought then to be quite dead. 

In the afternoon, my thoughts being a little com- 
pofed (I believe for full two hours I could not be 
laid to be rightly in my fenfes), I walked to the 
church, to fee what damage was done; and fuch a 

feene 
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fcene prefented, as is horrible to think of, much 
more to fee. The church-yard was almoft full of 
ruins j the fpire, which was about forty-eight feet 
high from the battlements of the tower, was carried 
off half way down, and the remaining part cracked 
in four places very irregularly down to the bottom. 
The north fide of the tower from the battlements to 
the arch of the bell chamber window was quite out, 
except the corner ftone?, which remained firm and 
unremoved j the lead on the top of the tower was 
greatly damaged, melted in feveral places, and as it 
were rolled together. The arch of the belfry door, 
which was very ftrongly built with a remarkable hard 
iron ftone, laid in lead, was alfo greatly damaged; 
fome of the ftones were cracked crofs-ways, and juft 
removed out of their places, others were quite hdve 
out, and the lead between the joints not only melted, 
but Ioofened fo as that you might pick it out with 
your fingers. The traces of the lightning were here 
difeovered along the furface of the earth ; the ftones 
were thrown from the fpire on the tops of many 
houfes in the Church Town, but did no great hurt} 
in a gentleman’s houfe, one ftone weighing fourteen 
pounds fell through the roof into the chamber, but 
did no further hurt than to make a hole in the roof 
and plaiftering. It is to be obferved, that the ftones 
from the fpire were fcattered in all directions, as well 
againft the wind as with it, fome of which, but 
not very large, were found but a little Ihort of a 
quarter of a mile. The fpire from the top fix feet 
downwards was folid, through which pafled an iron 
fpill to fix the weather-cock on. Did not the light¬ 
ning firft ftrike on this fpill, and was conduced 
Vol. LXI. L through 
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through the folid part of the fpire, and, having not 
iron to condudt it any further, burft in the hollow 
part of the fpire, and threw the ftones about in all 
diredtions ? It is remarkable that the fpill was found 
in the bell-chamber, and the weather-cock in the 
battlements; and that the bells were not in the leaft 
damaged, though a deal board, that lay acrofs the 
beams to which the bells were hung, was fplit long 
ways in two pieces. The infide of the church ftili 
prefented a much more horrible fpedtacle; the roof 
of the church was almoft all gone, and fome of the 
timber work in the north ifle fhattered to pieces ; every 
feat in the church had rubbilh in it, fome more fome 
Iefs, and Hones of large fize, fome of 150 pounds 
weight and upwards, fcattered here and there amidft 
the congregation, which damaged the feats, &c. but 
did no hurt to the people, though they fat in thofe 
very feats where the ftones fell. The lightning en¬ 
tered at the three ends of the church at Weft, made 
its way through the body of the church, and went 
out through the three ends of the church atEaft j the 
holes where it came in and where it went out are 
not large, neither are the walls much damaged. The 
belfry window was (hattered to pieces, not one whole 
pane I believe to be found in it j many other win¬ 
dows alfo fuffered greatly, the glafs and munnions 
being much Shattered. The lightning entered alfo 
through two places in the roof, one near the fing- 
ing loft, and ftruck upon the top of a pillar juft 
by it; the traces of it are to be feen from the top of 
the pillar almoft to the bottom: there were then 
fitting by this pillar two young men, one in the fing- 
ing loft, and other under him in the church, who 

were 
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were both lightly fcorched > he in the loft from head 
to foot, and the other in the face only : but it is re¬ 
markable that his hat, which hung on a nail juft 
above him, was cut in two pieces. In the other place, 
the lightning entered juft over the delk and pulpit, 
and fell in like manner on a pillar that ftands in the 
vicarage feat j but here it was a great deal more 
violent, and, as the objeft of its fury was my lifter, I 
hope you will excufe my being very particular. Upon 
this pillar refted a large oak foil, the bottom of which 
was burft into fix pieces, and one of the pieces, be¬ 
ing a very large one, was thrown from its place to 
the diftance of about 20 feet, and appeared to be 
burnt, the other pieces did not fall. From thence 
the lightning came down the pillar with great force, 
tore the feat into many pieces, knocked down my 
filler, and made its way through the bottom of the 
feat into the earth. She had pattens on, and the 
wooden part of one of them was broke into three 
pieces; the holes, through which the ribbon is put 
to tie them together, were quite burnt out, and the 
ribbon found in the feat without the leaft damage, 
or lb much as the knot loofened ; her Ihoe was 
burnt, and rent from the toe to the buckle; but the 
buckle, which was of filver, remained unhurt; her 
flocking was burnt and rent in the foot, juft in the 
fame manner as her Ihoe, and fcorched along to the 
garter, and two little holes were burnt through in the 
leg of it: her apron, petticoats, &c. were burnt through 
and through, and fhe had feveral flight burns on fe- 
veral parts of her body, befides two bruifes on her 
head and breaft, caufed by the rubbifh that fell into 
the feat. As Ihe was carrying out of church, fhe 
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greatly complained of a deadnefs in her legs, which, 
as fhe could not move them at all, I fuppofed were 
broke j however, they were not broke, only a little 
burnt, and turned as black as ink; which, by timely 
care, not only came to their natural colour by Tuefday 
noon, but could fupport her alfo to come down 
ftairs ; and, excepting a hurry of fpirits, grew quite 
well that week. 

Not more than ten perfons out of the whole con¬ 
gregation were hurt, and none of them to any great 
degree; one young fellow, who was more frightened 
than hurt, remained ill a long time, but I believe 
he is now quite well ; the lightning touched his 
watch in his pocket, the marks of which may be 
feen on the cryflal and filver part of it to this day. 
Nobody remembers to have heard any more thunder, 
or feen any more lightning after this, though the 
weather continued very ftormy all that day j fo that 
this thunder ftorm, from beginning to end, could 
laft but a very Ihort time. The damage we fuffer 
by it (which is now repairing) will amount to about 

45 ° 1 . 

Thus, Sir, I have given you a particular account 
of this dreadful accident, by which a great number 
of people, had it not been for the favourable, I may 
fay, miraculous interpofition of Providence, muft in¬ 
evitably have perilhed. It muft really excite our 
wonder to confider that not only not one life was loft, 
but that no perfon was hurt to fuch a degree as to 
confine him for more than two or three days. 

I remember to have feen an obfervation of yours: 

How deplorable would be the confequences of fuch 
*« blafts of lightning, if they happened where are 

« large 
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“ large congregations in time of divine fervice!” Here 
you fee. Sir, they have happened under the very cir- 
cumftances in which you then thought they muft 
prove fatal. But Providence has let us know, in this 
remarkable cafe, that, let the danger be ever fo great, 
and feemingly to us unavoidable, yet he is willing, 
as well as able, to fave us. 


I am, dear Sir, 


Your moft obedient. 


humble fervant. 


Antb. Williams. 


X, Letter 



